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INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.97(b) 

Pursuant to 37 C.F.R. §§ 1 .56 and 1 .97(b), Applicants bring to the attention of the 
Examiner the documents listed on the attached PTO/SB/08A document. To the undersigned's 
knowledge, this Information Disclosure Statement is being filed before the mailing date of a first 
office Action on the merits for the above-referenced application. Copies of the listed documents 
are attached. For the foreign patents, we have attached an abstract. 

Applicants respectfully request that the Examiner consider the listed documents and 
evidence that consideration of relevant portions thereof by making appropriate notations on the 
attached form. 
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art." If it should be determined that any of the listed documents do not constitute "prior art" 
under United States law, Applicants reserve the right to present to the Office the relevant facts 
and law regarding the appropriate status of such document. 

Applicants further reserve the right to take appropriate action to establish the patentability 
of the disclosed invention over the listed documents, should the documents be applied against the 
claims of the present application. 

If there is any fee in connection with the filing of this statement, please charge the fee to 
our Deposit Account No. 1 3-00 19. 



MAYER, BROWN, ROWE & MAW 
P.O. Box 2828 
Chicago, IL 60690-2828 
(312) 701-8738 

Dated: May 23, 2002 



Respectfully submitted, 




1133224.1 052302 1103C 01831049 



Please type a plus sign (+) inside this box 



+ 



Under the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to 
Substitute tor form 144WA M I U 



PTO/SB/08A (08-00) 
Approved for use through 1 0/3 1 /2002. OMB 065 1 -003 1 
U.S. Patent and Trademark Office: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
espond to a collection of ' nfo ^^,ffiggjffi kn°own S a valid QMB contro * number 



+ 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE 
STATEMENT BY APPLICANT 

(use as many sheets as necessary) 



Sheet 



Application Number 



Filing Pate 



First Named Inventor 



Group Art Unit 



Examiner Name 



Attorney Docket Number 



09/955,822 



September 18, 2001 



Laurence, Kenneth John 



1771 



Unknown 



01831049 



MAY Z 3 ZOOZ 



^ U.^ATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. 1 


U.S. Patent Docun^ftjJ 


Narnaj^PPatentee or Applicant 
|f)g^P^of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant Passages 
or Relevant Figures Appear 


M . Kind 
Number ,. c . 

(if known) 






4,816,314 




Prawdzik et al. 


3/29/1989 








4,931,324 




Ellison et al. 


6/5/1990 








5,643,666 




Eckart et al. 


7/1/1997 








6,093,473 




Min 


7/25/2000 








6,096,410 




Okajimaet al. 


8/1/2000 








6,159,331 




Chou 


12/12/2000 









































































































































































































FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 


Examiner 
Initials 


Cite 
No. ' 


Foreign Patent Document 


Name of Patentee or 
Applicant of Cited Document 


Date of Publication of 
Cited Document 
MM-DD-YYYY 


Pages, Columns, Lines, 
Where Relevant 
Passages or Relevant 
Figures Appear 


T* 


~ cc . , xt u 4 Kind Code 5 
Office Number . 

(if known) 








EP 0 783 962 


















JP 2000233480 










A 








JP 2000325565 
























k,.. 


Ti — : ' — : ! — 


































ft 






















\ 

































































Examiner 




Date 




Signature 




Considered 





♦EXAMINER: Initial if reference considered, whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609. Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not 
considered. Include a copy of this form with next communication to applicant. 



1 Unique citation designation number. 2 See attached Kinds of U.S. Documents. 3 Enter Office that issued the document, by the two-letter 
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number of the patent document. 5 Kind of document by appropriate symbols as indicated on the document under WIPO Standard ST. 16 if 
possible. 6 Applicant is to place a check mark here if English language Translation is attached. 
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